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submitted by Kimberly MacDougall - 2018 MPOA photo contest 

 

Here comes the summer of 2019! 

       Let it be the best ever. 
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President’s Corner - 

by Francine Bates, MPOA President  

 

Happy Spring to all.  

At our 2018 AGM, 
Arndt Kruger, MPOA 
President, announced 
that he would be 
stepping down from this 
position, but thankfully 
remaining on the board, in the position of 
Community Relations.  My sincere thanks to 
Arndt for providing the leadership and 
renewing interest in the board over the past 
6 years!   

I’d like to introduce myself, for those who 
do not know me.  I have been on the MPOA 
board for the past 7 years, having held the 
positions of Director of Memberships, 
Director of Communications and now 
President.  I have been coming to Mazinaw 
for over 50 years.  My parents had a trailer 
at Brown’s Campground, on the north end of 
the lake, and as a child, I enjoyed every 
summer up there.  My husband and I bought 
our cottage in Barber Bay 8 years ago.  I 
consider this my little piece of paradise. This 
past winter, we moved from Collingwood, 
Ontario to Invermere, BC changing our 
drive from our home to our cottage from 4 
hours to 4 days!  Yes, I will be spending the 
entire summer at the cottage! 

I consider myself very lucky to hold this 
volunteer position amongst a group of very 
qualified board members.  We thoroughly 
enjoy each other’s company, humour and 

appreciate what each of us brings to the 
table.  Please look at the 
https://www.lakemazinaw.ca/ website’s 
home page for more details on our board. 
They are also listed at the end of this 
newsletter. 

We keep our nose in what is happening: 

• Locally in the news 
• We are on the local government’s 

distribution list for items of interest in 
Addington Highlands and North 
Frontenac; things that might affect your 
taxes, or your quality of life at the lake; 
and we inform you on what you could 
do to influence change.  

• We are a member of the Federation of 
Cottage Association (FOCA)  

• We are hooked in with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) and the Mississippi Valley 
Conservation Authority (MVCA) and 
are involved in their projects to improve 
the water quality and fish habitats at 
Mazinaw 

• We let you know about social events 
such as the MPOA BBQ and pot luck, 
and the Sail Mazinaw annual event. 

And speaking of social, over the past 6 
years, I have noticed a trend in people 
becoming more social around the lake. 
There’s an offer for people who like tennis 
to gather at the tennis courts on Wednesday 
mornings; offer to come crew on  a 
member’s sail boat; for sailors of all types to 
join in ‘Sail Mazinaw’; people getting 
together for hikes in the woods along the 
trails behind the cottages; for kayakers to 
enjoy a leisurely trip up the Mississippi 
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River together. I think this is a good thing, 
where people who want to participate can do 
so, while others who prefer the solitude of 
their cottage can bow out without question.  
At the last AGM, one member was so 
inspired, he said he stopped at the grocery 
store, bought some snacks, and invited his 
bay of fellow cottagers over for a Meet & 
Greet! 

And, our members are stepping up to help, 
whether it is with projects the MPOA need 
assistance with, like the Love Your Lake 
project, putting in brush bundles, or helping 
to organize the BBQ.  We are so grateful – it 
feels more like a team every year! 

How can you communicate with us?  
Simple…just send an email to 
communications@lakemazinaw.ca. 

How do we communicate with you?  The 
MPOA have their own website and this is 
our primary communication vehicle so 
please return to it often. The HOME page is 
where we put the latest news stories but we 
also have a FOCUS ITEMS tab for project 
updates and initiative. As well, we send out 
emails on important topics to those of our 
current members who keep their emails up-
to-date and registered with us (so please 
remember to let us know if you change 
it…also, to renew your membership each 
year by July 1st).  And finally, we are 
kicking off the 2019 cottage season with our 
second edition of the MPOA Newsletter, 
having produced our first newsletter last 
spring.   

While the board is strong, the commitment 
is for a 3 year term and so, we are always 

ready to welcome new members with new 
ideas and varying skill sets!  It takes a team.    

If you are interested in joining the board, 
please let us know at 
communications@lakemazinaw.ca.  In 2018 
we welcomed Jamie Fraser & Suzanne Sills 
to the board.  They have been strong 
contributors right out of the gate.   

Hope to see you out on the lake.   

Sincerely, Fran  

“AND THE ICE IS OUT!!!  

Win a free one year membership to the 
MPOA by being the first person to guess the 
correct date that the ice breaks up on the 
Lower lake and Upper lake. Submit your 
guess to communications@lakemazinaw.ca 
no later than April 21 (one guess per 
cottage).  

The official date and winner will be 
announced at the AGM on June 29, 2019.  

Hint:  there may be more information on 
when the ice goes out later in this newsletter 

Submitted by Dennis Richard - 2018 photo contest 
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2. Where the heck is Mallory Creek? 
3. What is the % of cottages on the North vs the South Mazinaw? 
4. How many cottages are water access only? 
5. The “Old Walt” inscription was chiseled onto the Bon Echo cliff to commemorate the day Walt 

Whitman read poetry at the top of Bon Echo: True or False  
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Submitted by Tom Faraway - 2018 MPOA photo contest 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

1. Membership dues of $20 are due 
before or by July 1st.   

2. Each year the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) is held on the 
Saturday of the Canada Day long 
weekend in July.  This year it is booked 
for June 29th at the Pineview Free 
Methodist Church, 14397 Hwy 41, in 
Cloyne.  This is where we vote on board 
members, and issues that affect us all, so 
please attend and let your membership 
vote be counted.  One vote per property. 

3. 2nd Annual BBQ / Potluck - August 10th 
4:00-6:00  

AGM Agenda 

9:15 – 10:00 a.m.  You can renew your 
membership during this time as well, sip on 
a refreshment, browse the display tables, and 
meet your MPOA board of Directors and 
fellow Mazinaw neighbours. 

10:00 am Business Meeting Agenda  The 
business meeting runs from 10:00 to noon 
with topics on the agenda that are relevant to 
the year’s focus items.   The agenda is 
always posted one week prior to the 
meeting, on the lakemazinaw.ca website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kawartha Utility Services (KUS), based in 
Lakefield, near Peterborough, will be servicing 
Mazinaw Lake in early June 2019.  We currently 
have 8 cottages signed up, but would like to add 
a few more to ensure it’s a go.  We'll be 
finalizing details shortly. 

The cost is $1150 + HST per tank. 

Please contact Terri Foster directly at Kawartha 
Utilities Services to book your pump out. 

• terri.kus@nexicom.net 
• (705) 654-4000 Phone 
• Reference: Mazinaw Lake - 2019 

Please remember, that after this service, they 
may not be back for a few years. 
 
Thank you, 

Rob Steele, MPOA Member  

 

  

Pumping out your septic tank on a regular basis is critical to 
reducing nutrient flows into lakes. The frequency of your 
pump-outs will vary based on the size of your tank, your 
family size, and the number of appliances your use. Please 
consider pumping your septic tank every 5 years to maintain 
its health. 

 

We have a limited number of MPOA baseball 
hats for sale. They come in black, white and gold, 
with our MPOA logo on the front and ‘MPOA’ 
on the back. $15 per hat.  They will be for sale at 
the AGM so come get yours before they are gone! 

Reminder about 
the 2019 Spring 

Septic Pump Out 
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First Place  

‘Parental Guidance’ by Tom Farraway  

 

Second Place  

'Early Morning Reflections' by Dean and 
Janet Brookes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Place  

 'Portrait of a Rock' by Joanne McRae  

 

In 2018 we had some spectacular photo submissions to our Photo Contest. You will see many 
of the submissions throughout this newsletter.  Thank you to everyone who submitted photos 
and to everyone who voted on their favourites.  Here are the top 3 winners:   

While we only hold a photo contest every couple of years, please feel free to send any 
pictures you think are worthy of being posted on our website, or in next year’s newsletter, or 
on the cover of the next MPOA Directory.  You can do this by sending it to 
Communications@lakemazinaw.ca.  It needs to be in a .jpg format and of good resolution. 

 



 7 

  MPOA MEMBERSHIPS 
The effectiveness of the MPOA is largely due to the volunteer efforts of board members and the support of a large and 
growing membership. The more members we have the stronger our voice.  

Benefits of being an MPOA Member: 

We’d like to hear from you at communications@lakemazinaw.ca.  Here are some things our 
members have told us in the past: 

o Projects that enhance water quality of our lake 
o Communications about things that affect me, whether it’s about the ice going out, 

changes that could affect my taxes, my hydro, a dam bursting and logs floating on the 
lake, the Algonquin Land claims updates, safety on the water, what to do lakeside in an 
emergency 

o Potential resolution to problems that positively affect me such as fixing the Tappings’ 
Landing dock issue; or getting the lights fixed at the Narrows  

o Help with things that are important to me, like the dark sky initiative 
o I value getting the updated MPOA Directories  
o Ability to get together with other members for septic pump outs otherwise this just 

wouldn’t happen! 
o Opportunity to buy or sell your things on the MPOA website without having to transport 

my junk home..plus, I get to meet some cool people on the lake 
o Appreciate having the Lost & Found page  
o MPOA helped me find a place to dock my boat “Best $20 I have ever spent…thank you” 
o Social events…really loved the corn roast this year…I was having such a good time, I 

didn’t want to leave! 

Last year, we had 215 members, which means that over 59 % of the total properties.   

Dues for 2019 are $20 per residence (Only one membership per residence, irrespective of the 
number of families sharing a cottage…only one vote per residence at the AGM). 

Here are ways you can pay: 

o At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) each year.  Bring your neighbour! 
o Mail a cheque made out to the MPOA, P.O. Box 251, Cloyne Ontario K0H 1K0.  
o By credit card.  Go to lakemazinaw.ca membership tab / renew membership and choose 

PayPal online (note:  you don't have to join PayPal...select PayPal and use the "Don’t Have a 
PayPal Account” option to pay by credit card).  When you click on this link, it will ask you to 
log in to the MPOA website to continue.   
§ Please use your email address as the user id.  If you have forgotten your password, you can ask it to be reset 

on the website, or you can send an email to communications@lakemazinaw.ca to send you a new password. 
o At Smarts Marina  
o At Brown's Campground                                                               3. 66% upper and 34% lower 
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2018 Membership Percentage by Map Area 

 

 

 

We want to keep building our 
membership as it is important to 
share initiatives with all owners, to 
make sure the lake receives the most 
benefit. 

Please do your part and (i) renew 
your membership by July 1st 

                         and 

(ii) promote the MPOA to any 
neighbours who are not members.  
They can join by sending an email to 
communications@lakemazinaw.ca or 
download the new member form 
from the website, fill it in, pay for 
their membership at Smarts or 
Brown’s. 

 

MPOA DIRECTORIES 

The last MPOA directories were published in 2018, with 
overwhelming positive feedback from our members.  Not only 
did we make a significant number of changes to our members’ 
contact, the directory was also made more robust this edition, 
with additional information, such as a place for key numbers 
to access quickly, contact information for emergency services, 
pictures, and advertisements from local business.   

Please remember, if anything changes with your contact 
information, especially your email address as this 
is our prime avenue for communicating with you, 
be sure to send an email to 
communications@lakemazinaw.ca. We only plan 
to update the directory about every 5 years.  The  
directories were given out with the 2018  
memberships, and a $10 fee was charged for  
additional copies.  If you didn’t get yours, please 
connect with Kate McGovern, Director of  
Memberships. 
 
Note: MPOA directories are for current members, and  

4. ~160 

8. Nanabush 
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   ‘Sunset Solitude’ - taken by Howard Goodfellow - 
2018 MPOA Photo contest 

Fireworks: Are they worth it? 

By Rose Prevoe 

Fireworks are mesmerizing for us and fun to 
watch.  For this short event, please consider 
the longer lasting effects…on our domestic 
and wildlife, and on the environment and 
our lakes, and to the risk of forest fires.  

If anyone has a dog who is terrified of 
thunder, then you already understand the 
effect fireworks have on these pets. They 
run away into the woods, hide and shake 
long after the noise has ended. These are our 
family pets. Now picture the animals in the 
forest who are terrified of these noises since 
they too have no understanding of what they 
are.  

There is much research on the effects of 
fireworks and many areas are now 
campaigning to stop their use.  The links are 
below and well worth the read. 

They note that animals will run for hours to 
get away. It has been documented that birds 

will abandon their nests to get away from 
the noise and may be unable to find their 
nest or chicks again. As well, fearful wildlife 
often flee into roadways which results in 
more vehicle damage and an increase in 
dead animals.  

We also want to protect our lakes.  Firework 
debris can contain toxic chemicals and other 
poisons that may wash down into our lakes. 
And, of course, we want to protect our forest 
from fires, which in our area would be 
devastating.  

If you do want to set off fireworks, here are 
some tips that might make it better for your 
experience, those of your neighbours who do 
not want them, and of course, the 
environment around you: 

• Try to pick one date and organize it with 
neighbours so that you limit the noise to 
only one evening. 

• Notify the neighbours prior to setting off 
fireworks so they can make sure their 
pets are safe and not outside where they 
may run away when the noise begins.  
They may chose to leave the lake during 
this evening with their pets. 

• Wait until well after dusk to ignite 
fireworks as dusk is a prime feeding time 
for many animals. 

• Do not use fireworks near trees, nesting 
areas, rookeries, brush piles or other 
sheltered areas where wildlife may be 
living.  

• Keeping the fireworks away from these 
areas also reduces the risk of fire from 
stray sparks and debris. 
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Please consider whether it is worth it to set 
off fireworks at the lake, or whether you can 
take your children to see them at an 
organized event sponsored by your closest 
city.  There are often various dates to choose 
from. Consider turning off all lights and 
gazing at our amazing night sky and if you 
look up around August 11 or 12th you will 
see a spectacular show called the Perseid 
meteor shower.  

Links: 

westsoundwildlife.org 

https://www.all-creatures.org/oadl/art-
fireworks.html  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/20
17/12/30/how-do-fireworks-harm-wild-
birds/#72ffc95e118c  

BUTTERFLIES 

Many people have dedicated a prayer to a 
loved one who has left us too soon by 
lighting a flying lantern or perhaps a floating 
lantern…but, these are unsafe.  Last year, a 
floating lantern on the Mazinaw ended up in 
someone’s boat house! NF & AH have 
banned the flying lanterns and are 
addressing floating lanterns in their new 
bylaw.  Here is a possible, and beautiful 
alternative.   
Seeing butterflies shortly after losing a loved 
is a beautiful sign that the spirit of your 
loved one lives on. 
While there may be 
many places that 
offer ‘live butterfly 
for release’ kits, here 
is just one option.   

https://www.monarchbutterflies.ca/ 

 

2. Mallory Creek: Found in the Mississippi River, North of 
the bridge in upper Mazinaw 

 

 

 

 

  

Flying Lanterns 
By Arndt Kruger 

Last year when Fire Chief Casey Cuddy presented at 
the AGM, he noted that flying lanterns were banned 
in NF.  I checked with both townships of NF and AH 
on their current position, going into a new cottage 
season.  The following is from the NF by-law: 

“Flying Lantern" means a small hot air balloon 
or other device designed to carry an  
open flame as an airborne light, also known as 
Sky Lantern, Chinese Lantern, Kongming 
Lantern or Wish Lantern, or other similar device 
which are devices containing a fuel pack, which 
fuel pack is usually a petroleum or wax based 
fuel that when lit causes the lantern to rise.  
Any person who ignites or releases a Flying 
Lantern and causes an open fire in the  
Township of North Frontenac assumes full 
responsibility for fire control and shall:  
 (I) be responsible for any damage to property or 
injury to persons or animals occasioned by said 
fire;  
 (II) assumes full responsibility for fire control 
and may be liable for costs incurred by the Fire 
Department, including the costs of the personnel 
and equipment.  
        By-law #48-05 passed July 21, 2017 

Addington Highlands is about to develop a 
similar by-law. 

Floating lanterns are being addressed in the new 
NF draft bylaw.  
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 Winter on Mazinaw 

By Kate McGovern  

 

Spending a few winter days at the cottage on 
Mazinaw Lake extends the too-short 
summer season and reinforces that paradise 
doesn’t have to be tropical! The complete 
silence and the quiet beauty of the frozen 
and snow blanketed land are soul filling. 
With a little planning, a winter visit can 
offer more than cold and wind.  

My first winter stay was 34 years ago when I 
visited my aunt to celebrate my engagement. 
At the time, she was fulfilling her dream of 
“wintering over” that year. Stocked up on  

 

 

 

 

food, drink, propane and wood, she drew 
pails of water from an ice hole, kept the fire 
burning and invited others to share the 
experience. I was hooked. As for me, I’ve 
have been coming up regularly in the last 
couple decades for a winter stay.  

We don’t have a snow machine preferring to 
walk, ski or snowshoe into our “water-
access” cottage. We always know we can 
get in and get out without mechanical 
malfunctions. Accessing the cottage requires 
knowledge of ice conditions, upcoming 



 12 

weather forecasts and plenty of prep work. 
Upon arrival, there’s plenty to keep us busy 
such as drill a hole for water, haul that 
water, and a fire to tend. But all that is 
forgotten as we settle in, warm up the 
cottage and a meal.  

We are not alone in our bay. I’ve seen 
wolves walk on the shoreline 15 feet from 
my window or enjoyed an otter “sliding” on 
the snow to and from its hole. I’ve seen bald 
eagles on “ice floes” out front during 
breakup and witnessed nature’s pecking 
order on a fresh kill taken down on the ice. 
I’ve identified moose, coyote and deer tracks 
close by and watched as chickadees, blue 
jays, squirrels and nuthatches descend on the 
seeds put out.  

I’ve heard the loud cracking of trees in the 
frigid cold and the eerie boom of water 
under the ice. At the base of Bon Echo, this 
sound is so loud it can be heard from some 
distance away. I’ve skated on the frozen lake 
for hours at a time and explored otherwise 
impossible spots creeks and swamps. The 
night sky is so “big” it’s worth standing out 
in the cold, with frozen eyelashes, to view. 
On windy days, I’ve been bent over almost 
double hiking into the wind.  

There’s no isolation here. A few of my 
neighbours regularly cross to their cottages 
winter. With the generous snow falls this 
past year, many snow machines were out 
enjoying perfect conditions. Family day is 
particularly busy as “sledders” arrive to 
spend time together, ice fish, and enjoy other 
winter activities.  

While the weather is sometimes extreme 
(winds up to 100 km/hr 2 weeks ago) heck 
I’m from Ottawa so I’m used to it! I’ve seen 
ice form on the inside walls in the bedroom 
on a particularly cold night. The fix for this 
was folding up an old wool blanket to use as 
headboard. It froze to the wall by the next 
morning! You learn to love it.  

There are some things we can count on 

when it comes to Mazinaw in the winter. 
There’s always the cold, exercise, and 
occasionally an untimely power outage. 
Fortunately, these winter visits provide a fun 
few days spent outside exploring and warm 
evenings by the fire. What could be more 
Canadian, eh? 

 

Submitted by Joanne McRae - 2018 MPOA photo 
contest 
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 Treasurer’s Update 

By Rose Prevoe 

Last year we saw good revenues from our memberships renewal, although still only $20 per cottage 
(dues have remained flat y/y for the past 7 years). From an expenditure position, we undertook the 
“Love Your Lake” project; and held our first ever corn roast.  As well, it was the year we published 
the directories.  
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by Vern Haggerty, MPOA Lake Steward and the 
MPOA Lake Steward team (including Bob Reid and 
Jamie Fraser)  

The water quality of our beautiful lake is 
one of our primary focuses, as it should 
be! Have you noticed more weeds growing 
around your area of the lake? Here are just a 
few of the initiatives we have done and 
continue to do.  You can do your part, too.   

 

 

 

 

Love Your Lake 
“The shoreline of your waterfront property is 
called a ‘ribbon of life’ because it is where 90 
percent of all lake and river life is born, raised 
and fed. Natural shorelines support cattail, 
pickerelweed and reeds that provide habitat for 
fish, nesting birds, mammals and insects. Plants at 
the water's edge help filter nutrients and prevent 
erosion......” * Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority 

“Love your Lake” (LyL) is governed by 
‘Watersheds Canada’ and the ‘Canadian 
Wildlife Federation’ (CWF). 

  
The assessments of the lake shore were done 
over a 3 week period in July of 2018…from 
MPOA member’s boats, who volunteered to 
drive LYL assessors on a property-by-
property basis using GIS (Geographic  

 

 

Information System) while they took 
pictures of the shoreline and assessed the 
property using a standardized Shoreline 
Assessment Protocol and data sheets. It was 
extraordinary to see members over a 3 week 
period taking the students around, 
sometimes with a large umbrella and deck 
chairs set up on their boat…sometimes 
finishing and returning the students to the 
Tapping’s Landing dock in great waves on 
the Mazinaw…whatever it took, our MPOA 
volunteer members were amazing!  A big 
thanks to Shirley Grant for opening up her 
cottage to the students during this time.   

The results are now available. Every 
property owner will receive an 
individualized report of their shoreline with 
possible suggestions for improvements, to 
be mailed on April 15, 2019. The letters will 
contain a code for each property which will 
give owners access to their individual report. 
The reports can be printed as well. A request 
for a printed report will cost about $20 - at 
least that was the charge last year. 

Please note: All reports are totally 
confidential and none of the results will be 
enforced or shared with any other body or 
authorities. The MPOA will receive an 
overall summary describing the general 
‘State of Health of the Shorelines’ of 
Mazinaw Lake. 

Thanks goes to Arndt Kruger for leading this 
project.

Remember that what goes on your property goes into the 
lake! That includes fertilizers applied near the water. Rain 
and irrigation carry these fertilizers into the water and 
encourage the rapid growth of aquatic plants and algae.  

algae blooms 

 

 

9. The Grant’s cottage 

 



 15 

Brush Bundles 

The Brush Bundles Fisheries Enhamcement 
project was another lake quality project for 
2018 and beyond. 

On August 30th and 31st members of the 
MPOA Board, Watersheds Canada and 
MPOA member volunteers erected and 
installed 24 underwater brush bundles in 
Mazinaw Lake.  

Underwater woody debris is a healthy 
component of lake environments. Sunken 
logs, trees, branches, and root balls provide 
excellent habitat for wildlife, including fish, 
turtles, birds, invertebrates, and more. 
Beaver activity, wind, erosion, or water 
inflows from rivers or creeks naturally 
deposit such woody debris into a lake. 
However, human activity and development 
have significantly reduced the amount of 
natural woody debris in lakes. Brush piles 
can provide fish with a food source, as well 
as shaded areas to rest, spawn, and escape 
predators. 

Existing fish habitat sites, suitable for the 
addition of woody debris (8 to 10 foot brush 
bundles, 2 to 3 feet wide, tied and anchored 
to 3 cinder blocks) were carefully selected 
so that they would not interfere with boaters. 
Our MPOA project in particular could show 
results. The MNRF did a net study of 
Mazinaw Lake this year and plans to do 
another in about three years. Hopefully we 
get some indication of how well our project 
has worked then. 

Here is a link to a ‘how to’ video featuring 
an in-water brush bundle project undertaken 
by the Lanark County Stewardship Council 
in partnership with the Lanark Fish and 
Game Conservation Club, Mississippi 
Valley Conservation Authority, Dalhousie 
Lake Association and Watersheds Canada. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdHnW
nQZlrU&feature=youtu.be 

MPOA V.P. Bob Reid & Lake Steward Vern Haggerty, 
along with Melissa Dakers of Watersheds Canada 
towing the bundles to the various pre-determined places 
on the lake 

The MPOA would like to thank Watersheds 
Canada and all the volunteers for helping 
improve the fisheries habitat of Mazinaw 
Lake. Volunteers who assisted in the 
undertaking of 100+ hours of good old 
fashioned manual labour include, Herb 
Waldie, the Levere family, Tristan, Mathew 
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and Dad Jim, Lawrence Arkilander, Mike 
Cairns, Charlie Menendez, Greg Mark, 
Lauder Smith of COFA (Conservationists of 
Frontenac Addington) and the MPOA Lake 
Steward team of Jamie Fraser, Bob Reid and 
Vern Haggerty. 

Special Thanks also to Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada for their generous funding support 
of $900.00 for material costs. 

 

MPOA Volunteers Tristan & Matthew loading the 
bundles on to the barge. 

Invasive Species  
By Jamie Fraser 

Each year the Mississippi Valley 
Conservation Authority (MVCA), Invasive 
Species Community Outreach Liaison, 
sample our lake.  There is a very specific 
way to do this sampling set out by the 
MVCA and after completing sampling of 3 
specific spots in Mazinaw, it is sent for 
testing.  In the past many years, our lake has 
been free of invasive species however some 
of our neighbouring lakes have not been so 
lucky.  It is therefore very important to be as 

vigilant as possible in protecting our 
resources. 

There is a new way to combat the spread of 
invasive species. Crowdsourcing. Do you 
own a smartphone? Are you an armchair 
naturalists just itching to make a difference? 

You don’t need to memorize what a rusty 
crayfish looks like or practice identifying 
European water chestnut to join the team of 
mobile conservationists. The Early 
Detection and Distribution Mapping System 
(EDDMapS) is now 
available for Ontario 
through a smartphone 
app. What better way 
to teach your children 
about conservation 
than to take them on 
an invasive species 
mapping walk in the 
woods or at the shore? 
The app includes 
hundreds of pictures 
and descriptions to help you ensure your big 
find is not a local regular before taking its 
picture, marking its geo-location and filing 
the report. 

Jamie Fraser, part of the MPOA Lake 
Steward team has downloaded the app and is 
starting his Mazinaw invasive species 
tracking adventure the weekend after ice-
out. He will report back on his experience as 
the summer progresses and share his 
discoveries and app tips. The Chinese 
mystery snails can run (slowly) but they 
can’t hide.  The EDDMapS Ontario app 
brings the power of EDDMapS to your 
smartphone. Now you can submit invasive 
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species observations directly with your 
smartphone from the field. These reports are 
uploaded to EDDMapS and e-mailed 
directly to verifiers for review. 

 
MNRF Broadscale 
monitoring program 
Steve Vandermeer, Aquatic Science 
Operations Specialist from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 
and his team conducted "Broadscale 
Monitoring (BsM) Program" in 2018 
monitoring the abundance and health of fish 
populations, in Mazinaw and approximately 
145 other lakes and rivers across Ontario.  

 
“Fish populations were surveyed using large 
and small mesh nets to provide information 
on fish species present and their 
characteristics, such as growth, age, and 
abundance.”   

They also searched for invasive species.  The 
invasive species testing component of the 
program is two fold: 

1. Zooplankton Hauls – the tests will be 
analyzed at Queens, once the MNRF 
receive funding for the lab processing.   

2. Invasive Fish Species Catch – no 
invasive species were captured in 
Mazinaw in 2018. 

Fish Netting Results:  

The catch data (depicted in the chart below) 
show that 13 species were surveyed in large 
mesh nets. Additional fish species observed 
in small mesh nets were Banded Killifish, 

Bluntnose Minnow, Logperch, Slimy 
Sculpin, and Spoonhead Sculpin.  Of 
note…although they did not net any 
largemouth bass they are definitely in 
Mazinaw lake 

 

2019 Pickerel 
Spawning Bed 
Restoration  

Submitted By Vern Haggerty  

In collaboration with Watersheds Canada 
and the MPOA, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources & Forestry (MNRF) has granted 
approval for the restoration of Mallory 
Creek. Mallory Creek is located on the east 
side of the river north of the bridge at 
Browns Campground.  

Restoration work will include the removal of 
select debris or fallen trees later this 
summer. Some fallen trees will be left for 
shade. By restoring the flow in Mallory 
Creek we are hoping to see the return of 
pickerel to one of their native spawning 
areas.  
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If you would like to hear more about another 
worthwhile MPOA/Watersheds Canada 
project or better yet, wish to volunteer, join 
us at our AGM this summer. Melissa Dakers 
of Watersheds Canada will be a guest 
speaker. Melissa will be discussing last 
year’s Brush Bundles project and this year’s 
Mallory Creek Pickerel Spawning Bed 
Restoration project.  

Along with some good old fashioned labour 
your Board also guarantee’s there will be a 
few fish stories!   The link below is what we 
hope to replicate.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Riay7py
aCOQ  

Note: Lake Stewardship is the practice of 
managing our lakes through preventative 
and/or remedial actions to safeguard the 
ecological health of our lakes for future 
generations. Stewardship is about citizens 
and stakeholders taking action and steering 
grassroots lake planning and implementation 
of actions that help protect water quality.  

Mazinaw Lake Water Levels 

The Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority monitors the water level of the 
Mazinaw Lake on a daily basis from 
readings taken from a water level gauge at 
the dam on the south portion of the 
Mazinaw.   

For those interested, go to the website 
"mvc.on.ca"  

• select mvc water levels 
• select Mazinaw under the select 

lake gauge 
• select the time period and either 

table or graph format.   

Note: You can also find this information 
by searching Ontario lake water levels or 
Mazinaw Lake water levels, and it will 
bring you to the "mvc" site. 

Recent readings for Mazinaw are much 
lower than this time last year and lower 
than the historic average.  

 

Submitted by Millie Girard Krüger, aged 5 - 2018 photo contest 
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“Nuisance plants” 

By Murray Russell 

When it comes to “nuisance” aquatic plants it can be tricky because often times these plants provide 
beneficial habitat for other species including fish and protection from erosion. FOCA’s publication 
“A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to Healthy Waterfronts” provides information on this topic (page 12) 
and things to think about before cutting aquatic plants. Please see the link below for a digital copy 
of the guide. Copies of this book will be available at the AGM display.   

It is recommended to add shoreline shrubs to slow down progress of nutrient’s from human or 
natural nutrients so they can biodegrade before they enter the lake. https://foca.on.ca/shoreline-
owners-guide-to-healthy-waterfronts/ The Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority through their 
intiatives, have provided MPOA members free plants and shrubs several times for planting on 
Mazinaw lake shorelines.  

Further to Murray’s article above, there is an interesting article in Cottage Life magazine entitled: 
The Fine Print: How to remove water weeds properly which you might want to check out!  
https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/the-fine-print-how-to-remove-water-weeds-properly/ 

Reading through the article, there are things to consider, such as  

• Native water plants help keep the water clean 
• Removing the plants but just leaving them in the water has an adverse effect:  it decays and 

the process of decomposition uses up oxygen that is needed by the fish.  Dispose of invasive 
plants you remove well up on dry land 

• The plant could be sensitive, or even endangered, and they suggest consulting an expert prior 
to doing anything   

• You may or may not need a permit (but may need to follow certain rules), so check with the 
experts, your local municipality or the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 

• If you need to remove some weeds for your swim area or boat approach, “…use only a rake, 
a cutter bar, or your hands to remove plants; and avoid dredging the bottom or carrying out 
work during critical fish life stages.” 

Just as Murray mentions above, the best way to stop weeds is to minimize the run off of nutrients 
from the land, which was never intended for our lake in the first place.  e.g. fertilizers, etc. The 
article suggests leaving at least a three-metre-wide buffer zone of plants at the shoreline; and of 
course, to keep your septic system operating properly. 
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Bon Echo Swim Program  

If you have children, or you plan to have 

your grandchildren visit you at the cottage 

this summer, you may be interested in 

signing your children up for swim lessons at 

Bon Echo Provincial Park on Lake 

Mazinaw.  The Mazinaw Lake Swim 

Program has been running for 46 years!  The 

dates for the 2019 summer program are from 

July 1-26. If your child cannot attend the full 

program, that is fine.  Please contact Mary 

Kelly at yram@golden.net or 613-336-6806 

for further details.   

 

 

  The Land O'Lakes Garden Club 
provided everyone who came to 
launch their boat an 
exceptionally beautiful flower 
box at Tapping's landing last 
summer.   

Thanks to those cottagers and 
boaters who watered the flowers 
in the early spring to ensure it 
got a good start.   

 

6. Murray Russell 

THE LAND OF LAKES GARDEN CLUB 

The Land O'Lakes Garden Club meets at 
7:00pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
from April to November at the Free Methodist 
Church on #41 in Cloyne.  When we started the 
club we did not hold meetings in the summer 
months but at the request of many seasonal 
visitors we changed that so that those who come 
to their cottages, can come to our meetings.  We 
have some great speakers lined up and you can 
check out the details on our website at 
landolakesgardenclub.com  You do not need to 
be a gardener to join our group, all are welcome. 
 
We will be having our annual Plant Sale on 
Saturday May 25th at the Barrie Hall in Cloyne 
starting at 9:00am sharp. The Cuddy family in 
Harlowe are helping us again this year and are 
growing tomatoes, herbs and other veggie plants 
for us in their greenhouse.  Their tomato 
varieties & other veggies are responsibly grown 
in a special soil mix that is pesticide free.  So 
don't shop at the big box stores for your 
tomatoes this year, buy local and help support 
our Garden Club for its community 
projects.  There will also be lots of perennials 
for sale at very good prices, these plants are 
donated each year by the Garden Club members 
so you can be sure they will do well in your 
cottage gardens. 
 
Mary Kelly - Land O'Lakes Garden Club 

 

 7. Carp 
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Dark Skies Initiative at 
Our Lake  

We all know that Mazinaw Lake is unique in 
many ways and dear to all of us. One 
particular quality is that we have one of the 
darkest skies in Eastern Ontario. In 2014 the 
Township of North Frontenac was awarded 
the first Dark Sky Preserve for a 
Township in Canada by the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada (RASC) 
and it built a Dark Sky Observing Pad 
located at 5568  Road # 506. To maintain 
this designation the township developed a 
lighting policy encouraging outdoor lighting 
that will avoid light pollution as much as 
possible.  

The Township of Addington Highlands is in 
the process of developing a similar policy. 

 

What can we do?  Our Mazinaw lake 
community can contribute to the Dark Sky 
Initiative by  

• using wherever possible:  

sensitive lighting which is oriented 
downward and shielded, low wattage 
and energy efficient light bulbs,  

• use orange outside lights instead of 
white light and  

• minimize glare from lights, 
particularly at the waterfront 

The drawings of outside light fixtures 
below show that they do not produce glare 

or stray light due to the position of the light 
bulb, i.e. it is recessed or shielded and the 
source of light can’t be seen from a 
distance. The light is strictly pointed 
downwards and not up into the sky.  

Please take a moment and check all your 
outside light fixtures and see what little 
changes can possibly make a significant 
difference in reducing light pollution and 
‘keep us all in the dark’ as our 
‘enlightened’ support for to the Dark Skies 
Initiative. 
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5. False 
Walt Whitman actually never visited 
Mazinaw. The inscription was 
commissioned by Flora MacDonald in 1919 
because she admired Whitman’s poetry 
 

 

Sailboat submitted by Dennis Richard 

 

Submitted by Dennis Richard - 2018 
MPOA Photo contest 

My Experience As a New Board Member 

As the newest board member, having joined the board 
in 2018 as MPOA Secretary, I’d like to share some 
observations with all of you.  

I have been a MPOA dues-paying member since the 
association was reactivated a few years ago, but paid 
little attention to what the association was 
accomplishing aside from the upgrades at Tappings 
Landing… and that only interested me because of 
having a water-access cottage on the upper lake.  

During my first board meeting, I was taken aback by 
the amount of time, energy and knowledge that the 
board members bring to the table. These are all 
volunteer positions, yet the board members clock 
innumerable hours every year to look after our lake 
and add value to our community. The projects that 
these people have tackled are far ranging, from 
creating fish habitats to hosting BBQ’s. This 
newsletter will give you some idea of things that have 
been accomplished, and things that will be done.  

I encourage every MPOA member to take heed of 
what is being done - for you - by this small group, 
and, when the opportunity presents itself, give them a 
hearty pat on the back. They deserve it.  
Sincerely,  
Suzanne Sills 
MPOA Secretary 

The Beauty of Mazinaw Lake 

Sunset submitted by Bob Reid - 2018 photo contest 
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Mazinaw Lake Ice Out History – 
Maybe a late Spring  

It’s a rite of passage for many die-hard 
cottagers and boaters….an ice out boat trip. 
So what’s the attraction? It’s a moment of 
celebration, a time for boaters to break free 
of the winter blahs, the sweet spot before the 
annoyance of spring bugs. As long as you’re 
well prepared, an ice-out boat trip can be the 

ultimate early spring adventure. 

This year’s long, cold winter means that ice-
out may be a bit late to arrive. Spring in 
Mazinaw Country comes later than 
surrounding areas due to higher elevations. 
When snow and ice have left Toronto or 

Ottawa, The Maz is often still VERY 
wintery. Typically, Mazinaw Lake becomes 
ice free in late April/early May. Given 
variations in winter and spring conditions, 
the ice out dates for our lake have 

ranged from end of March to as late as first 
week in May. 

So unless you’re right there waiting, how 
will you know if the ice is out? Check with 
local businesses on the lake for information 
on ice conditions. 

Enjoy your first boat trip of the season but 
remember that a fun trip can quickly turn to 
tragedy in cold waters. Follow these safety 
tips when boating after ice-out: 

• Wear a Personal Flotation Device always. 
• Plan as though you’ll end up in the water. 

• Know the dangers of ending up in cold 
water and the drowning risk from ingesting 
frigid water. 
• Wear a dry suit or dry top and pants. 
• Wear gloves with at least 5 mm of 
neoprene lining. 
• Carry a throw bag so someone can pull you 
to shore. 
• Tell someone where you’re going. 
• Practice your rescue techniques in case you 
have to pull someone from the water. 
• Never boat alone. Go out with another boat 
or leave word with someone local. 
Remember, cell service is not readily 
available in our area. First trip of the season 
may mean no dock, no hydro and no phone 
service! Never make your first trip over at 
dusk or dark!! Strongly recommend trekking 
over during daylight hours on your initial 
trip! 
• WATCH FOR FLOATING DEBRIS! 
Spring runoff often brings with it floating 
logs, dead heads and other debris. Keep your 
eyes peeled and speed slow on first trip over. 
Travel Safe and think spring!!  

Smart's 
Marina  

 

Submitted by Pauline Smart - 2018 MPOA 
photo contest 
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10. Ice dive, 132 metres beneath the frozen surface of Mazinaw Lake 

 lakemazinaw.ca website 

The MPOA website was created 7 years ago as a vehicle of communication with our MPOA members. Since then, we’ve 
added the Buy & Sell, and the Lost & Found pages.  These pages are managed by volunteers who take time (and 
bandwidth) to do this on our behalf on a best efforts’ basis.   

The Website gets on average 900 visit per each ‘cottage season’ month and had 3270 visits year to date by the 2018 AGM.  
 
The Home page and the Initiatives & Focus pages are there to inform.  The Membership page is for you to renew, or if 
you are new, to fill out a form to join the MPOA.  The Meetings page has past AGM minutes & some presentations, and 
details about the upcoming AGM.  The Lost & Found helps get things back to their rightful owners. Just send a note to 
communications@lakemzinaw.com.  The Buy & Sell page has been very successful in helping our members to buy 
something without having to figure out a way to get it up to the lake…and for sellers to sell their things without having to 
bring it home.  If you have something to sell, send a short description, 1 photo and your contact info to 
communications@lakemzinaw.com and we will post it for you on our MPOA BUY & SELL website.  The added bonus is 
getting to know other members on the lake. The Photo Gallery is there to inspire.  The Links page gets you to some 
important local places. 

 

These features are open only to MPOA members who have paid their annual dues, so please renew before sending a 
request to have us post an item. 
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Has a bird ever flown into your 
Window? 

By Francine Bates 

Last summer I was awoken to a large bang.  
I was up at the cottage by myself, and went 
to investigate.  The bang was from a 
beautiful, large woodpecker who had flown 
into my window and was now lying 
breathless on my front deck!   

I’ve since learned that sometimes the birds 
perish; sometimes they're lucky and they fly 
off right away.  But other times, the birds are 
stunned and they fall helpless onto the 
ground or deck.  The greatest danger to a 
stunned bird is its vulnerability – an 
immobilized bird makes easy prey for cats 
and wild predators.  

I went out to check on the bird and he 
flittered clumsily under my bbq.  So, I knew 
he was alive (although I felt bad that I had 
made him move before he was ready 
to)…but, I didn’t know how I could help. I 
made a phone call to a local expert.   

I was told I could watch over him from a 
distance, making sure nothing came around 
that could attack him, or, if he’d let me, I 
could put him gently in a box with 
something to keep the bird’s feet from 
sliding around in the box.  The box should 
be placed somewhere dark and quiet as  

 

darkness will help the bird calm down, 
lower its heart rate, and help it recover more 
quickly.  

If the bird flies away when its ready, you 
can be pleased with the knowledge that you 
helped a bird recover from this traumatic 
incident.   

If the bird doesn’t fly or isn’t looking 
healthy, you can call Sandy Pine Wildlife 
Centre in Napanee at 613-354-0264. 

 

Lucky for me, my woodpecker flew away 
after about an hour and I didn’t have to put 
him in a box, or drive him to Belleville 
myself! 

FYI, if this happens a lot at a particular 
window, you can keep birds away by 
hanging wind chimes or a wind sock near 
the glass.  The noise and fluttering motion 
should deter the birds from coming close.  
Another option is window decals.  

  

1. 364 

Did you lose something on the Lake? Check out the LOST & FOUND tab on the lakemazinaw.ca website  

Did you find something?  Send us an email to communications@lakemzinaw.com and we will post it on 
the Lost & Found tab of our website. 

Note: this is available to current members only 



 26 

 
 

Fire Ban Clarification – Aug 2018 
The Township of North Frontenac Open Air By-law #48-05 as amended, defines a Fire Ban as follows: 
“Fire Ban” means a total fire ban and shall prohibit; burning of debris, burning in an outdoor incinerator, chimineas, fireworks displays, campfires 
of any type, and charcoal installations.   NOTE during a fire ban a BBQ or Hibachis (charcoal installation) may be used provided the installation 
is used within 100 meters of a permanent structure used as a dwelling that you occupy, or in an organized campground, is at least 2 meters from 
any flammable material and the ashes and coals produced are completely extinguished and safely disposed of.” 

During a Fire Ban, you cannot have an outdoor open air fire.  However you may use the following in accordance with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Outdoor Fire Restrictions, Forest Fire Prevention Act, Ontario Regulation, 207/96 as amended: 

GAS or FUEL Stove 
1. The stove is at least one metre from any naturally occurring or flammable material. 
2. The stove is designed to use a liquid or a gas as fuel. 
3. A liquid or gas is used as the fuel. 
4. The flame in the stove can be extinguished by closing a fuel control valve or by closing the stove. 

Note: “stove” means an approved commercially manufactured portable device used for cooking or warmth. 

Charcoal 
1. The installation is designed to be used for cooking or warmth. 
2. The installation is designed to use commercially produced charcoal as fuel. 
3. Commercially produced charcoal is used as the fuel.  
4. The installation is being used within 100 metres of a permanent structure used as a dwelling. 
5. The person setting the fire is on land that he or she lawfully occupies or has permission to set a fire from the person who lawfully 

occupies the land. 
6. The installation is at least 2 meters from any flammable material. 
7. Ashes must be thoroughly extinguished and cold before disposal of ashes. 
8. The person setting the fire is in attendance at all times while the fire is going. 

 
Wood Burning Furnaces 

1. The furnace is at least five metres from any forest area. 
2. The furnace is at least two metres from any flammable materials. 
3. The area directly under the stove or furnace is bare rock,  
         mineral soil or other non-combustible material extending at least  
         two metres in all directions from the furnace.  
4. The furnace, 

i. is designed to be used for cooking or warmth, 
ii. is designed to use wood as fuel, 
iii. is made entirely of non-combustible materials, 
iv. encloses the fire on all sides with solid materials, and 
v. has working spark arresting devices for all vents  
    and chimneys. 
vi. is a permanent fixture 

5. Wood is used as the fuel, 
6. The furnace is used within 100 metres of a permanent  
         structure used as a dwelling; and 
7. The person setting the fire is on land that he or she lawfully  
        occupies or has permission to set a fire from the person who  
        lawfully occupies the land. 

 
Appliance(s) not listed above are NOT PERMITTED during a Fire Ban. 

 

Submitted by Robert King - 2018 photo contest 



 27 

Local Municipal Government 
By Archie MacDonald 

The Mazinaw Lake area lies in two political local regions, The Township of Addington Highlands and 
The Township of North Frontenac. Both councils do important work related to matters of significance 
to our members. The rules and regulations and actions of these governments can be accessed on their 
websites, listed below. First, let's look at who are the current elected representatives, based on last 
fall’s election: 
 
Addington Highlands - website- Addingtonhighlands.ca  
The current administration includes, 
Henry Hogg, Reeve 
Tony Fritsch, councillor Ward 1 
Kirby Thompson, councillor Ward 1 
David L Miles, councillor Ward 2: and 
E. Helen Yanch, councillor Ward 2 
 
North Frontenac - website- northfrontenac.com 
The current administration includes, 
Ron Higgins, Mayor  
Fred Perry, Deputy Mayor Ward 1 
Fred Fowler, councillor Ward 3 
Gerry Martin, councillor Ward 2 
John Inglis, councillor Ward 3 
Vernon Hermer, councillor Ward 2;  and  
Wayne Good, councillor Ward 1 
 
We strongly recommend checking out these websites as they contain a vast array of information 
relevant to us as property owners in this beautiful part of our country. 

 Septic Re-Inspection Program - Township of North Frontenac 

This voluntary program has been in operation since 2005.  The program is administered by the 
Mississippi Rideau Conservation Authority and takes place from May to August each year.  Details of 
the program can be found on the North Frontenac Township website including recent reports for the 
years 2017 and 2018 .  Click on  "Open for Business" and the Septic Re-Inspection Program is one of 
the items listed.  

According to the contact at the North Frontenac Township office, owners of property on the Mazinaw 
in North Frontenac Township will be receiving a letter encouraging them to take part in this voluntary 
program in 2019. 
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Dump Hours 

Here is a link to the 
Township of Addington 
Highlands waste site 
hours 

Here is a link to the 
Township of North 
Frontenac waste disposal 
hours 

 

Right:  Have you ever seen a garter 
snake in a tree before? 

‘Submitted by Don Moulds - 2018 photo contest 
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Last year, we asked our members to please 
consider bringing a can or two for the food 
bank when you join us at the AGM. Last 
AGM we received several bags of canned 
goods which were promptly delivered to the 
food bank! 

As well, you can donate anytime, between 
Labour Day and Thanksgiving weekends, 
when many pack up their unused food for 
the season.  The following places have 
generously offered to receive and deliver our 
donations, making it easier for us to drop off 
unopened, non-perishable food items which 
will make their way to the  Northbrook Food 
Bank. 

Ø Brown’s Trailer Park 61 Addington Road 
5 (N end of the Mazinaw) 

Ø Smarts Marina (S end of Mazinaw) 
Ø Hooks Castle Building Centre 13586 

Highway #41 between Cloyne and 
Northbrook. 

Thank you to these businesses for their 
involvement and to you for sharing with 
others less fortunate.  Each year our MPOA 
members provide a great collection for the 
Northbrook food bank.   

MPO Submitted by Judy Foster - 2018 photo contest 

Submitted by Tammy Crossey - 2018 photo contest 
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Sail Mazinaw 

 
 

Mazinaw Lake - a fun sailing venue whether 
you have a sail boat, a wind surfer, or you 
just want to enjoy the boats go by from the 
comfort of your dock!  Mark August 10th on 
your calendar because it is ‘Sail Mazinaw’ 
time again. 

The intention of ‘Sail Mazinaw’ is to get a 
great number of sails on Mazinaw Lake all 
at the same time. It is not a race but an 
opportunity to be social, maybe introduce 
someone new to the sport, while enjoying a 
day of sailing. While this is not an MPOA 
event, many members enjoy participating in 
it. In years past, sailors have been invited to 
meet for breakfast and then end up at the 
Bon Echo Provincial Park lagoon for a 
BBQ, followed by an afternoon sail. Check 
out Sail Mazinaw's Facebook page: 
facebook.com/SailMazinaw for more details. 

 

MPOA kayak trip  
August 18, 2018 Mississippi River 
Adventure  

It was nice to see a few cottagers from the 
lower Mazinaw rolling in to Brown's 
campground with their kayaks on the roof of 
their car.  We had a small group, with 
regrets from many who just weren’t up at 
the cottage on that day. In 2019, we will 
have to try again so watch the 
lakemazinaw.ca website for a posting. 

Those who participated had a very enjoyable 
morning and those who had never been up 
the river, were happy to have experienced 
it.  As Richard Colden said "I have been 
coming to Mazinaw since I was a baby but I 
have never been up this part of the river.  I'm 
happy I have now." 

S O C I A L 
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MPOA BBQ a great 
success  

In August 2018 the MPOA held a corn roast/ 
barbecue/ potluck for its members on the 
property of Kip and Mairi Van Kempen just 
south of the provincial park. The weather 
was great and the event was well attended. 
This was a wonderful opportunity to meet 
neighbours from the lake and to socialize in 
an informal setting.  

Brian and Joanna Milligan of Milligan 
Meats in Cloyne spent the afternoon beside 
their new catering wagon cooking all the 
meat and veggie burgers. 

 

Local sweet corn was a highlight along with 
a wide array of potluck salads and 

desserts.  Approximately 100 people from 
upper and lower Mazinaw enjoyed a 
relaxing afternoon in delightful summer 
weather. What a great opportunity to make 
new acquaintances and catch-up with old 
neighbours.  

 

Thanks to the numerous MPOA members 
who volunteered to help out with the event.  

There was interest expressed in a repeat 
event in 2019 and I will be seeking 
volunteers to assist with planning and 
organization at the Annual General Meeting. 
Please approach me and introduce yourself 
if you have a few hours to spare to help 
make this event a success. We have booked 
August 10th 4:00-6:00 for the 2019 BBQ / 
Potluck. 

Just a note: If you decide to join us, bring 
your own non-alcoholic drinks as well as a 
salad or dessert item to share. Burgers and 
hotdogs will be available from the barbecue 
for a nominal cost. A folding chair is a good 
idea since seating may be limited. More to 
come as the summer unfolds. 

Bob Reid, MPOA VP 
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Handing down the cottage 

By Murray Russell, MPOA FOCA Rep 

Peter Lillico, an estate lawyer, says the 
single most important step a parent can take 
when handing down a cottage to prevent 
friction within a family, is creating a 
‘cottage sharing agreement. 
 
I saw a presentation about Cottage 
Succession planning at a FOCA meeting and 
was really impressed.  So far FOCA have 
scheduled 6 seminars this summer, the 
closest is Perth sponsored by the Lake 
Networking Group on July 7th.  It is free for 
FOCA members.  To register, enquire 
through info@foca.on.ca or call 705-749-
3662.  To see where else the seminars are 
being held, or for more information: 
https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/ 
 
As well, here is an article called “How to 
hand down your cottage while keeping the 
peace and saving money” 
which you might find of interest.  

 

 
  

Community News from the Townships - 
Cannabis: 
 
In January of this year both townships of 
our lake voted to “opt-in” allowing stores to 
open up for the sale of cannabis. However, 
this decision is somewhat theoretical 
because the province is making very few 
licenses for cannabis stores available. By 
opting-in the province will give both 
townships a small financial support for 
policing ($5,000 this year and next). 
 
Grow-ops in Addington Highlands and a 
powerless Council:  
(Jeff Green, Frontenac News, Dec. 12, 2018) 
“The township was notified by residents 
several months ago that two separate 
growing operations were up and running 
within its borders.... 
 
After making inquiries to the OPP and the 
federal government, the township found out 
that the operations are federally regulated 
medical marijuana operations. Not only 
does the township have no jurisdiction over 
them, but the federal government will not 
even respond to requests for information. 
 
‘The only group that has any control over 
medical marijuana is the government of 
Canada,’ said Reeve Henry Hogg. ‘I don’t 
mind saying I find this rather frustrating.’ ”  
 

submitted by Glenn Rice - 2018 MPOA photo contest 
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By Francine Bates, MPOA President 

I’d like to thank the board of directors for 
their submissions to this newsletter, and to 
our members: Smarts Marina, Sail Mazinaw, 
and Rob Steele, for theirs.  As well, for 
everything the board does on behalf of their 
membership.  A big thanks to Vern 
Haggerty, Bob Reid, and Jamie Fraser for 
their relentless focus on water quality 
projects…and of course to Arndt Kruger for 
leading the Love Your Lake Initiative last 
year.  We all benefit from your dedication.   

Also, a huge appreciation to Kate McGovern 
and Rose Prevoe for their work as the 
Director of Memberships and Treasurer 
respectively.  To those members who renew 
your membership by the due date of July 1st 
each year without prompts from us, you 
rock!  That said, there are some who always 
pay late, after several reminders, and others 
who say “I wanted to pay but you haven’t 
come by to collect”.  To these people, and at 
the risk of sounding preachy, I have a plea: 

Ø Please pay your MPOA membership 
dues like you would any other bill.  
Mark it on your calendar.  It’s $20 
and it’s due each year by July 1st. 

Ø Please don’t rely on someone coming 
around to collect.  We’d like to give 
these people back this time to enjoy 
fishing, or kayaking, or sitting on 
their dock enjoying the view. 

Ø  There are lots of ways to pay.  
Check out our lakemazinaw.ca 
website, under the membership tab.  
You can pay be credit card using  
PayPal, by Cheque via the mail, at 
Smarts or Brown’s when you dock 
your boat for the first time of the 
season (if you do this before July 
1st)…but please do it by the due date 
however you choose to pay.   

Ø FYI, when you pay late to Smarts, 
the MPOA mailbox, or to Brown’s, it 
makes it difficult as the Treasurer 
has gone for the season and the 
money is sitting up at the lake.  This 
means we have to keep track of it to 
collect it in the upcoming season, 
and the money doesn’t necessarily 
get deposited in the right calendar 
year.  It just gets complicated and its 
helpful and fair to all if everyone 
pays on time.  We really appreciate 
it! 
 
So, here’s to a great 2019 summer 
season at the cottage to all.   
Fran 

 
submitted by Howard Goodfellow - 2018 MPOA photo contest 
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